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“Putting on the Ritz”. . . .

      Wanda Wilson, Sherri Raeford,
Linda Jackson, and Jo Ann Snyder- all
promoting the Black Tie Ball set for
Saturday, March 27, 2009 at the Koury
Convention Center, The Sheraton Four
Seasons, High Point Rd., Greensboro,
NC.
See page 3-Details on Black Tie                                                      

     A Dance of Hope . . . . . You
will be able to enjoy an evening of
entertainment as the professional
dancers from Greensboro North Fred
Astaire Dance Studio showcase their
amazing ballroom dancing talents.

    The Battleground studio is
sponsoring  “A Dance for Hope” at the
Koury Convention Center on February
6, 2010, 5:00-7:00.  All proceeds go
directly to the Greensboro Urban
Ministry. A similar event last year,
coordinated by teenager Tyler Perkins
and her mother Olga, netted over
$8,000.00. Tickets may be purchased
in person at the Greensboro North Fred
Astaire Dance Studio, by calling
336.271.5959 ext. 339, or by e-mailing
byrd@guministry.org. Tickets are $25
each and are tax deductible.
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Saturday, January 9, Mayberry Ballroom Dance, 7 p.m.. Swing Lesson, dancing from
7:45 pm.
Sunday, January 10, Board Meeting 3:00, Guilford Grange
Sunday, January 10, Monthly Dance, Tango lesson at 5:00 by Allen Berryhill, dancing
5:45-7:30.  Skateland USA West, Stage Coach Trail, Greensboro
Sunday, February 14,    Monthly Dance, Lesson TBA

Spotlight on.........

      M a r i l y n
Poole Pergerson
has always loved
music and knew
that she would
enjoy dancing;
however, "My
husband was
tone deaf so we
did not dance."

      Following his death, she began taking
lessons with the idea of learning to dance
in a couple of months."After two years, I
am still intimidated as I watch talented,
well-trained dancers. But I have discov-
ered that, like many dancers, I  just enjoy
the challenge of dancing and feel ac-
cepted, even as a neophyte."
      She grew up on a truck farm near
Raleigh and met her husband at East Car-
olina University where she received both
BS and MA degrees in Education. After
graduation, they lived in Ruffin (half-way
between Danville and Greenville) where
they began their teaching careers.
      After receiving her counseling certifi-
cation, she became a counselor in
Yanceyville and at Rockingham Commu-
nity College and later was Vocational Di-
rector for Reidsville City Schools. She
was director of a National Educational
Equity Demonstration project through the
University of Tennesee which was "one of
the most wonderful, yet challenging, ex-
periences of my life. I traveled nationally
and did a great deal of public speaking."
Returning to Raleigh due to her father's
illness. she served as a State Consultant to
Educational Equality.

      Besides dancing, her hobbies are art
(“I paint in both oils and pastels and have
won several awards."), quilting ("I taught
quilting for several years before moving
to Greensboro.") and keeping  in touch
Continued page 2, column 1. . . . . . . .

From the President........

    Well, Christ-
mas has come and
gone and we have
the start of a new
year ahead of us.
I sincerely hope
everyone had a
great holiday sea-
son.  In retro-
spect, 2009 was a great year for our
chapter.  Jerry Snyder did a great job as
president and our hats are off to him!
And our hats are off to our members for
the incredible way they came forward
volunteering to do the work necessary
for a successful organization.  He re-
ports that there was not one single per-
son who said “no” to being asked to vol-
unteer. That must be a record.

    We had a wonderful black tie in
April, and a hugely popular and well
attended Showcase in September’s Na-
tional Ballroom Dance Week.  October
came and we co-sponsored the first ma-
jor dance competition  in our area with
many members and friends of members
volunteering to help. All year we en-
joyed highly trained professional in-
structors at our monthly lessons which
preceded our dances. With all that inspi-
ration and other highly successful activi-
ties, I look forward to continuing our
established events and activities and
adding others.

    It is indeed a great honor to be the
incoming president of Carolina Heart-
land Chapter.  When I was first asked
to serve as president, I had some reser-
vations.  But, the more I talked with my
wife Wanda and prayed about it, I felt
more comfortable in accepting  the job.
Looking ahead to the new year, I am
very excited with the possibilities we
have.  Our Black Tie scheduled  in
March is shaping up to be a fantastic
event with Linda Jackson at the helm.
With the exciting theme “Puttin’ on the
Ritz,” we know we will have a  grand
event.  So, please put the date on your
calendar and plan to attend.  We then
have our "Showcase of Stars" and it is
always a great time and a time for our
dancers to shine.  We will also have the
High Point Classic again in October.  It
promises to be bigger and better than
ever.  Yes, we have a big year ahead.

Regards, Wayne

 Save the Date!!!  Saturday, March 27,   Black Tie Ball, Koury Con-

vention Center

 Treasury: Dec 28

Balance, $4326; Nov. income, $474;

Nov expenses $574
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                                     Dance Opportun ities in the Triad

Friday, January 1, First Friday at Guilford Grange, 4909
Guilford School Rd., 8-10 p.m., music by Bob & Lib Johnson
336-299-7412

Every Friday, Biltmore Ballroom Center, 3530 Old North Rd.,
High Point, Lesson & dancing 7:30-10 p.m. 336-453-0386

Sunday, January 3, First Sunday, Tim Saunders Tea Dance,
Guilford  Grange, 336-324-1924 Music by Lib J., 3:30-5:30

Friday, January 8, Carl’s Dance, 6:30 p.m. High Point Elks
Lodge, dinner and dancing to Carolyn and Rodney Williams’
music.  (Reservations MUST be made by preceding Tuesday
afternoon.)

Saturday, January 9, Greensboro Social Club, 8:10 p.m., Lewis
Recreation Center

Saturday, January 16,  and every 3rd Sat. 8:00-10:30 pm
Winston Salem Dance Forum,   South Fork Center, Winston-
Salem, 336-712-8183

Saturday, January 16,  Mountain Empire, 7:30 p.m., Rural
Retreat Community Center, VA

Saturday, January 23,  Horizon Dance Club,  8-10 p.m.,
Guilford Grange, Visitors welcome

Sunday, January 24, Piedmont, USA Dance - West Forsyth
YMCA, 4 p.m. lesson, dancing 4:30-6:30, Clemmons

Green’s Supper Club  -  When there’s a band, $10.00 cover
charge. Call 336-621-3444 or check greenssupper-
club@facebook.com.

Thirsty’s 2  -119 North Chimney Rock Rd., Greensboro, DJs
Saturdays and Sundays, dance lessons each Wednesday
evening. West Coast Swing lessons, 7:30,  8:30 PM Monday
Ballroom Monday, 6:30.
Southfork in Winston:   Allen Berryhill, teacher.  Wed. night
7:30, Beginner Ballroom; 8:30, Non-beginner.  Thursday:
7:30, Non-beginner; 8:30, Beginner.  336-659-4305
Club Fifth Season - Sheraton Greensboro at Four Seasons,
High Point Rd. at I-40. Thursday 8:30-1 a.m.; Friday & Satur-
day 8-1 a.m.  Top 40/Beach; live bands weekends only.
Cover $5/person weekends; ladies free on Thursday; men $3
during week.  For more information, visit
www.sheratongreensboro.com

  A Note of thanks. . . . . . . .

To  Larry and Linda Jackson for the
superb music on December 13

To George & Cherri Wheaton, Curtis
and Linda Holt for the beautiful  table
set up and food display.

To the many folks who brought the
delicious food.  Sorry your names were
lost with the newsletter when my com-
puter crashed (and I was about 1/2 way
finished with the newsletter.  I will keep
hard copies from here on.)

To the many people who sent me old
emails so that I could retrieve my
“batched” mailing lists.  That saved me
a great deal of time.

To Charlie Hafer for serving as teller
December 13.
To Susie Buck for the superb quickstep
lesson Dec. 13.

Photos by Steve Raeford: Beginning
left, Dan Manross & Susie Buck, Eileen
Leggio & Bob Perry, Paul Sun & Kathy
Tanaka, Jim & Carolyn Steed.

Carolina Heartland Officer Con-
tact information:
President Wayne Wilson, 276-694-
7938, wwilson@bimbanet.com;
V-P, Pres. Elect: Cherrie Wheaton,
336-540-8953, gcwheaton@earth-
link.net; Treasurer, See Column 1,
this page.
Secretary Donna Guinard, 336-852-
8791, dguinard@triad.rr.com;
Membership Chair: Steve Raeford,
336-275-2251, raefordphoto@bell-
south.net   Please provide Steve with
corrections to addresses and phone
numbers.

 Pergerson continued. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
with her four children: Bryant, a nuclear
emergency specialist in Las Vegas;  Lynn,
a school superintendent in Rock Hill;
April, a district manager in Orlando; and
Renee, a sales marketer at Sign-a- Rama in
Greensboro.

Tellers needed:  Take a turn as teller for
one of our monthly dances.  Contact Char-
lie, 336-852-0515,  hashafer@aol.com.

And it came to pass- a few more children
had a good Christmas! It appeared that we
topped last year’s toy drive in regard to
numbers: our toys totally filled one  box
(30 X 30 X 48) and 1/3 of another one.
Marine Detachment 260 sends grateful ap-
preciation!

                Music Corner
If you found yourself short of  good
Christmas Ballroom music,  here’s a
suggestion to put you in good shape
for next year: Merry Christmas by
Tony Evans has 13 very danceable
selections including 2 cha chas, 1
samba, 2 rumbas, 1 jive, 2 quicksteps,
2 waltzes and 2 foxtrots.  More sug-
gestions on other good music to come
later from other music providers.


